Science – Minibeasts
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	Key Stage 2 
	Museum led activity  
	

	Description:
In this 1 hour workshop children will have the opportunity to observe real minibeasts from this country and the rest of the World. 

 

	Curriculum links:

Science - Interdependence of organisms

· Learn about life processes in animals.

· Explore feeding relationships. 

· Use the appropriate scientific language and terms.

Scientific Enquiry

· Make careful observations. 

· Discuss ideas.

· Describe what they have found out.

Numeracy 

Compare two or more objects, and sort objects using a few different criteria.
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	Feedback:

“The Workshop was pitched at a good level for Year 3. Children enjoyed the activities and the topic fitted well into the year 3 ‘habitats’ element. The children are still talking about what they learn’t! Many thanks.” 
	
	

	Learning objectives
Pupils should be able to:

· Understand the difference between an Invertebrate and a Vertebrate animal.

· Recall the key features of a minibeast.

· Use a key and magnifier to sort minibeasts into groups.

 
	

	
	This session can be adapted for some special needs groups – please contact to discuss.

	Activity 
	Skills
	Skills framework

	Introduction

In the Clore Learning Space, the group will discuss what an invertebrate is. We will use handling material, e.g. vertebrate bones and invertebrate specimens, to understand why they are identified as invertebrates. We will explore how they live, grow and protect themselves. 

Depending on the age of the group, we will sing the insect song to learn the scientific names of the body.
	During the session pupils will – 

Ask and answer questions
Make significant contributions to discussions.

Listen to the contributions of others, considering their points of view.

Identify and make links with prior knowledge.

Explain relationships.

Work in groups to complete the task.
Compare 2 or more objects.

	Developing Thinking

Developing Communication

	Hands-on 
Groups will rotate around 4 hands-on activities:

1. Sorting minibeasts. Use a key and a magnifier to sort each minibeast into 4 groups.
2. What is an insect? Observe a range of insects and look for the key features.
3. Exploring Colour. Sort the minibeasts into those that use colour for camouflage or warning
4. Butterfly. Use mirrors to explore symmetry in butterflies. Revise the butterfly life-cycle and compare to a grasshoppers life-cycle. 
 
	
	

	Plenary - Group discussion
Re-visit ideas from the introduction. Revise what we’ve learnt. Share ideas.
	
	

	Post-workshop in the Museum

Visit the insect wall in the Natural World Gallery. Choose one of the insects to explore in more detail. Look for key features. Consider how colour helps the insect survive. Try and pick out insects that share similar features. Can you identify more than 2 groups of insects that share the same features? E.g. group all the beetles, group the butterflies, group the flies etc…

	
	

	Pre-visit

· What is an invertebrate? Research a variety of invertebrates.

· Observe a variety of mini beasts and note how they are different / similar to each other. 

· How do some minibeasts grow? Re-visit the Butterfly life-cycle and look at a grasshoppers life-cycle.

Some words we will be using on the visit:

Invertebrate, thorax, abdomen, antennae, adaptation, life-cycle, camouflage, keys, aliens

Snail Search in the school grounds

Download the ‘Snail Search’ information from the SCAN website – www.scan-online.org, or take-away copies from the workshop.

Undertake a snail search in your school grounds to see if you have the alien snail. Let us know your results.


	Follow-up activities:

Search for mini beasts in the school grounds

Conduct a minibeast survey in your school grounds/local park. Use your ‘bug decoders’ to identify minibeasts. 

Do woodlice prefer dark, damp habitats? 

Discuss where you would normally find woodlice. Set up a tank with an open area and an area with some stones (make sure there’s enough room for woodlice to get under). Predict what might happen based on what the children already know. Watch and see what happens when woodlice are put in the tank. 

Encourage the children to be careful when touching live animals, and always put the animal back where it was found.

Minibeast Garden

Create a minibeast garden within your school ground. Have a log/stone pile for dark, damp loving minibeasts, a range of flowers (especially buddleia) for butterflies and bees, and buy ladybird homes (check on the internet) so they can eat any unwanted aphids feeding on your prize flowers! 

Artwork
Design and create your own ‘amazing minibeasts’ display showing how minibeasts adapt to their habitat through camouflage, warning, flying, flat/soft/hard bodies etc…. This will also help consolidate pupil’s ideas about minibeasts. 


To make a booking: Tel: (029) 2057 3240  E-mail: learning@museumwales.ac.uk
For more details see: www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning


