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Foundation Phase Museum staff  activity   Morning visit with character actor session and 

1 teacher-led activity  

 
Brief description:  
Meet our friendly pirate actor character and be 
enthralled by the drama of the high seas. Use 
your imagination as you hear about the exploits 
and daring raids of one of Wales’ most famous 
and notorious pirates - Barti Ddu.  

 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
Time and people  
Children should be given opportunities to:  

 begin to identify differences between 
ways of life at different times, e.g. by 
comparing a familiar place at different 
times in the past 

 use a range of historical sources, 
including artefacts and buildings, adults 
recalling their own past, and visual 
sources  

 
 

 

 

Feedback from teachers and pupils: 
‘Chidren were excited about meeting a ‘real’ 
pirate. Lots of great pirate facts.’ 

Learning objectives: 

 Learn about one of Wales’ historical characters and notorious pirates- Bartholomew 
Roberts. 

 Learn that Barti Ddu was one of the most successful, and unusual, pirates that ever sailed. 
 
 
 

This session can be adapted for special needs 
groups – please contact to discuss. 

Activity  Skills Skills Framework 
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and LNF 
Character Actor Session: During this facilitated session, children will meet a 
character actor, playing the Welsh pirate, Barti Ddu. Children will learn 
about the exciting stories of Welsh men who sailed the high seas in the 
golden age of piracy. Children will learn about some of the unusual features 
of Barti Ddu’s character and code.  
 
 
 
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

 listening to others’ ideas 

 thinking creatively and imaginatively 

Skills Framework  
Developing 
communication : 
communicating ideas 
and emotions 
 
 
LNF 
Literacy - Oracy: 
Developing and 
presenting 
informational and ideas. 
Aspect: speaking; 
collaboration and 
discussion 

Discuss with your class: 

 What is a pirate? 

 Who were some of the first pirates?  

 What sort of booty did pirates seize? 

 Were there any women pirates? 

 Do you think we have pirates today? 
 

Communicating:  
Children develop their communication skills 
across the curriculum through the skills of 
oracy, reading, writing and wider 
communication. 

Developing Thinking 
 
Developing 
Communication. 
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Health & Safety Information for schools: 
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/learning/healthandsafety/ 

Follow-up activities: 

 Make smell boxes to contain spices and goods used in trade. 
Include cinnamon, coffee, cloves, black pepper, nutmeg, sugar, 
tea and vanilla. Smell them and tell a friend what is inside each of 
them. 

 Using the context for gold treasure, explore light and dark. 
Investigate shiny objects and non-shiny objects. Which ones show 
up better when you shine a torch on them?  

 Set up a treasure hunt, hiding objects around the school.  Ask the 
children to take photographs of the objects they find. 
 

Preparations : 
 Prepare children to meet a ‘pirate’ as some children could find it a little 

unsettling. Some teachers have asked to see a photograph of the character 
actor dressed as a pirate as a way to reassure some children who may feel 
a little anxious before the visit. 

 Ask the children to think of some questions to ask the character actor. 

 Inform the children that some of the earliest pirates were people who 
were called Vikings. In the museum they will find a small model ship like 
the ones Vikings used any hundreds of years ago to enter the Bristol 
Channel to trade with the people who lived on the coast. The name 
Swansea comes from the Norse phrase Sveinn’s ey which means Sven’s 
inlet.  

 Use a large UK or world map and talk about how to identify land and water 
on a map. 

 
 
 
 

Links:  
 
http://www.rmg.co.uk/explore/sea-and-ships/facts/ships-and-
seafarers/pirates 
 
 
http://www.royalnavalmuseum.org/info_sheets_piracy.htm 
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