Spring bulbs for Schools
National Curriculum Objectives and learning outcomes.

Outcomes

Objectives

Science curriculum, investigative skills
Planning an investigation
•

Suggest ways of recording flowering times, height &
temperatures, to discuss ideas and agree on a form
of investigation. To discuss what SBS suggests.

•

Discuss predictions. What affect could warmer
temperatures have on plant growth and flowering?

•

Decide what information should be collected.

•

Identify what can be controlled, in order that a fair
test is carried out. That they are working as part of
large experiment and that some factors must be
kept constant in all schools.

•

Consider the equipment being used, e.g bulbs,
rulers, thermometers, web data base, and reference
materials.

•

Recognise the hazards. Large groups planting with
trowels.
What are dangers? How can they be prevented?
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Obtaining information
•

Carry-out a test run using resources &
equipment correctly. Decide how to control any
risks. E.g breaking thermometers, standing on
each others plants etc.

•

Observe heights, temperature, and rain fall,
number of flowers and labelling. Record
appropriately.

•

Check observations using a buddy system.

•

Put data into the on-line software. Monitor
changes.

•

Make comparisons and identify any trends in the
flower data.

•

Use the results of their investigation to draw
conclusions on flowering times.

•

Relate what they have found to what we
expected to find, and our warming climate.

•

Review own work and suggest how data could be
improved. Put any good suggestions on-line

Communicating science
•

Report on project work clearly in speech and
writing, to each other, other classes and the
school.

•

Use a range of methods to record and present
information. Diagrams of the flowers, bulbs,
drawings, graphs tables and charts.

•

Use the SBS website to select and present
flowering times across Wales. Compare with a
‘bulb buddy’ from another school.

•

Measure height in cm, temp in deg C etc.

Handling scientific information
•

Search for information from the SBS website.
Search for information on spring flowering from
suggested and other websites.

•

Use information collected via the web to show
examples of spring coming earlier. Decide which
is reliable or unreliable.
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Growth and nutrition
•

Gain an understanding of what a plant needs to
survive and grow, by planting a bulb and
responsibly caring for it.

•

Create a diagram of the plant highlighting the
structure and functions of the leaf, roots, flower
etc.

•

Observe and record the main stages in the life
cycle of own adopted bulb.

Reproduction
•

Discuss that some insects are pollinators and
others are pests and to record presence.

•

Look at the seeds and question how they are
transported.

Geography curriculum
Environmental change
•

Explain how pollution is linked to changes in our
seasons and what we can do to reduce the effects
of climate change.

•

Discuss that energy efficiency and renewable
energy are ways of safeguarding the future.

•

Look at the pros and cons of different types of
energy e.g wind farms, solar power & nuclear.
Role-play differing views.

•

Formulate ideas on how to produce energy in the
future.

•

Make energy efficiency pledges.

3

4

