

	
	
	



	Aberfan Disaster – Progression Planning Framework

	
This planning resource supports teachers to explore the history, causes, impact and lasting significance of the Aberfan disaster sensitively across Progression Steps 1–4. It brings together age-appropriate themes, enquiry questions, success criteria and Curriculum for Wales links, alongside suggested museum workshops and learning resources.

	
The framework helps teachers connect Aberfan with wider learning about coal mining, community, environment, responsibility, justice, remembrance and change, while developing learners’ empathy, critical thinking and understanding of evidence.

	Progression Step 1
	Progression Step 2
	Progression Step 3
	Progression Step 4

	Success Criteria
	
	
	

	I can explore objects to find out about people and places in the past.  
	I can explain how inventions and processes have changed the way we live.  
	I can use evidence to understand what happened at Aberfan.
	I can evaluate and explain why the Aberfan disaster happened in 1966.

	I can describe what a miner’s job is and what tools he used. 
I can discuss what a coal tip is.
	I can compare how transport changed after the invention of the Penydarren steam locomotive.
 I can explain how coal is formed.
	I can explain why there was a colliery at Aberfan. 
I explore the role of community in Aberfan. 

	I can use evidence to discuss responsibility and change in modern Wales.



	Themes/Concepts

	Theme: 
Then & Now:  Exploring Jobs in the past. 
Victorian Coal mining in Wales.
	 Concepts: People - Who lived in Aberfan?   Places - What was Aberfan like? 
Jobs - What work did people do? 
Community - How did people help each other? 
 Change – What was it like than and how is it different today?
	Theme:
Change and Invention Invention & Daily Life. 
Transport, toys, childhood, inventions, dark & light.
	 Concepts:
Industry and Innovation -How did coal mining shape life in Aberfan and Wales?
Environment - How did the landscape influence the disaster? 
Safety and Change How have inventions and engineering made communities safer since Aberfan, 1966. 

Responsibility - Who is responsible for keeping communities safe? 
Transport and Technology-
How has technology improved emergency responses to disasters? 
Cause and Consequence Why did the Aberfan disaster happen and what changed afterwards?
	Theme:
When coal was King: 
Daily life in a mining village
Introduction to Aberfan and the 1966 disaster.
	Concepts:
 Community – How did the strong sense of community in Aberfan shape people's lives before and after the disaster? 
Industry – How did coal mining influence everyday life and opportunities in Aberfan? 
Cause and Consequence – Why did the Aberfan disaster happen, and what were its lasting effects? 
Responsibility – Who should be responsible for protecting communities from preventable dangers?  
 Evidence – How can different types of evidence help us understand what happened at Aberfan? 
Interpretation – Why do people sometimes interpret the same historical event in different ways? 
Resilience – How did the people of Aberfan find ways to recover and move forward? 
Remembrance – Why is it important to remember and commemorate the Aberfan disaster today? 
	Theme:
The Cost of coal: 
The environment, inquest report, physics and accountability of Abrfan disaster 1966.
	Concepts:
Environment – In what ways did the landscape of the valley contribute to the events of 1966? 
Risk and Safety – How can risks be recognised and managed before they become disasters?
Justice – To what extent was justice achieved for the people affected by the disaster? 
 Empathy – How can we develop a deeper understanding of the experiences of those affected by Aberfan? 
Perspective – How did different groups of people experience and respond to the disaster? 
Change – How did the Aberfan disaster lead to changes in safety and public policy?
Legacy – What lessons from Aberfan remain important for society today

	General Goal: 
· A long time ago and today.  
· Understanding that people in the past are different to me.
· The World around me. 
· Sensory exploration. 
· Animals that help us. 

 
	General Goal: 
· Then and now. 
· Inventions.
· The World we live in. 
· How to materials change over time. 

 
	Goal:
· Industrial revolution in Wales. 
· Cynefin: Community and Culture. 
· Coal mining disasters.

	Goal: 
· Aberfan disaster 1966.
· The Science of coal tips. 
· 20th Century Coal mining / industry. 
· Modern Wales. 
· Responsibility – ethics. 
· Nationalisation of Coal industry. 
· Labour Government – Politics in Wales. 


	Aberfan Goal: 
I can describe what a miner’s job is and what tools he used. I can explain what a coal tip is.
	Aberfan Goal: 
I can explain how coal is formed. I can compare how transport changed after the invention of the Penydarren steam locomotive. 
	Aberfan Goal: 
I can explain why there was a colliery at Aberfan. 
I explore the role of community in Aberfan. 

	Aberfan Goal: 
I can use evidence to discuss responsibility and change in modern Wales.

	Curriculum for Wales

	What Matters: Humanities 
· Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human action and beliefs. 

	What Matters:
Humanities
· Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes and human actions.  
· Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways. 
Science and Technology
· Design thinking and engineering offer technical and creative ways to meet society’s needs and wants. 


	What Matters:
Humanities
· Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways. 
· Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs. 
	What Matters:
Humanities
· Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity and are able to take considerable and ethical action.  (Inquest Report).
· Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways.
Science & Technology 
· Being curious and searching for answers is essential for understand and predicting phenomena.  

	Prompt:
· Is work always the
same for everyone?
· Why should we help
people?
· What does coal do to
your fingers when you
touch it?(demo on an
adult)
· Why do you think
colliers (miners)
needed leather boots
like these?
· What would a collier
carry in the snap tin and
jack bottle? 







	Prompt: 
· Why would a tiny spark or open flame be dangerous underground? 
· How did the electric lamp make a collier’s job safer? 
· Imagine you are a reporter; what was it like on the day Merthyr Vale Colliery opened in Aberfan in 1869? 
· What other coalfield disaster have happened? E.g. Senghennydd/ Gresford / Morfa







	Prompt: 
· How does this clock act as a witness even though it cannot speak? 
· What was the Aberfan disaster? 
· How did people across Wales and the World support and come together to help?
	Prompt: 
· What is the cost of coal? Think of economic, political and Environmental. 
· How did the fear of pit closures and job losses in the early 1960s compromise safety? 
· Why did the events of 1966 (Aberfan disaster) make young people feel like the political system was failing them? 
· How does the Aberfan Fund show global solidarity, and how did the community response change safety laws for future generations?

	Museum workshop/ resources / Experiences


	St Fagans:
Show and Tell Workshops at St Fagans | Museum Wales
Big Pit: 
Into the Drift: An underground experience | Museum Wales
eBook: Butty Bach at Big Pit | Museum Wales
National Museum Cardiff:
Virtual Workshop: Curious About Dinosaurs | Museum Wales
National Waterfront Museum: 

	National Museum Cardiff:
Portraits of Industrial Workers in Wales | The Francis Crawshay Worker Portraits | Museum Wales
St Fagans: 
Gwalia Stores | Museum Wales
Show and Tell Workshops at St Fagans | Museum Wales
Washday with Beti Bwt | Museum Wales
National Waterfront Museum:
Science at the Waterfront: Marvellous Welsh Metals | Museum Wales
Big Pit:
From Pit to Playground: Childhood in a Changing Wales | Museum Wales

	St Fagans:
Victorian School Lesson | Museum Wales
Big Pit:
Small Coal: Colliers & Coal Owners in 30 minutes | Museum Wales
Coal Children: Working in Industrial Wales | Museum Wales
Big Pit: Underground Tour | Museum Wales
The Industrial Revolution in Wales (Virtual Workshop) | Museum Wales
National Waterfront Museum:
Science of Welsh Industry | Explosions | Museum Wales

Coal and Wales | An introduction | Museum Wales

	Big Pit:
Small Coal: Miners’ Strikes in Wales in 30 minutes | Museum Wales
Big Pit: Underground Tour | Museum Wales
12 Months Out: Wales and the 1984/85 Miners’ Strike (Virtual Workshop) | Museum Wales
The Industrial Revolution in Wales (Virtual Workshop) | Museum Wales

St Fagans: 
Cynefin 
National Waterfront Museum: 
Science of Welsh Industry | Explosions | Museum Wales


			Real Life Purposeful learning

	Through exploring the people, places and jobs of Aberfan, learners will develop an understanding of how communities work together and how people help and care for one another. By comparing life in the past with their own lives today, children will begin to recognise change over time, understand the different roles people play in society, and develop a sense of belonging to their local community and Wales. This learning encourages learners to value kindness, cooperation and respect for others, helping them understand how they can contribute positively to their school, family and community.

	Through exploring the Aberfan disaster, learners will develop an understanding of how industry, the environment, technology and human decision-making can affect people's lives and communities. They will investigate how risks are identified and managed, explore who is responsible for keeping people safe, and examine how innovation and engineering have helped make communities safer over time. By understanding the causes and consequences of the disaster, learners will develop critical thinking skills, recognise the importance of accountability and informed decision-making, and make connections between historical events and contemporary issues such as environmental safety, emergency planning and community wellbeing. This learning will support learners to become informed, ethical citizens who understand how their actions and decisions can contribute to safer and more resilient communities.

	Through exploring the Aberfan disaster, learners will develop an understanding of how communities are shaped by industry, relationships and shared experiences. By investigating the causes and consequences of the disaster, analysing evidence and considering different interpretations, they will learn how to evaluate information, think critically and make informed judgements. Learners will explore issues of responsibility and accountability, helping them understand why individuals, organisations and governments have a duty to protect people and communities. Through examining the resilience of the people of Aberfan and the importance of remembrance, learners will develop empathy, reflect on how communities respond to challenge and loss, and recognise the value of supporting others in difficult times. This learning helps learners make connections between the past and present, preparing them to become responsible, compassionate and informed citizens who can contribute positively to their communities and understand the importance of learning from the past to create a safer and fairer future.

	Through exploring the Aberfan disaster, learners will investigate how environmental factors, human decisions and societal systems can contribute to risk and safety within communities. By examining issues of justice, responsibility and change, they will develop the skills to evaluate evidence, consider multiple perspectives and understand how decisions made by individuals, organisations and governments can have lasting consequences. Learners will deepen their empathy by exploring the experiences of those affected and consider how communities respond to tragedy and strive for fairness. By reflecting on the legacy of Aberfan and the changes it brought about in safety regulations and public policy, learners will make meaningful connections to contemporary issues such as environmental management, public safety, social justice and responsible citizenship. This learning empowers young people to become informed, critical and compassionate citizens who can engage thoughtfully with the challenges facing society and contribute to creating safer, fairer and more resilient communities.


	Cross Curricular AoLEs: 
See below
	See below table 
	
	

	Ambitious Capable Learners
	Enterprising, creative contributors
	Ethical, informed citizens
	Healthy, confident individuals 

	Investigate Historical evidence
Question sources
Interpret museum objects
	Produce response artwork
Create campaigns around dangers
Solve historical problems
	Explore justice and accountability 
Understand workers’ rights
Consider Welsh identity
	Develop empathy 
Build resilience through stories of communities
Reflect on how we remember
Trauma informed approaches? 


PS1 – I can talk about 
PS2 - I can compare 
PS3 – I can use evidence to understand 
PS4 – I Can evaluate responsibility and change 

AoLEs: 
Humanities – Welsh History/ Heritage, Coalfield communities, Mining disasters like Aberfan/Senghenydd/ Gresford, citizenship ,geography. 
Science & Technology – Forces, gravity, coal tips, engineering, safety – explosions etc. 
LLC – Oral histories, report writing, debates, diary writing. 
Expressive Arts – Poetry, music, Art (Anthony Evans), photography (David Hurn), storytelling, drama. 
Mathematics & Numeracy – Coal production, rainfall data, timelines. 
Health & Wellbeing – Community resilience, empathy, grief.
Success criteria








	
	
	



